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CONEIDENTIAL BONN 08771 
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SUBJECT: NORMALIZATION OF US/CONGO RELATIONS 
REF: A. BONN 6495 (NOTAL), B. STATE 104874 NOTAL 

1 . BEEORE LEAVING KINSHASA ALTER HIS 2 DAY VISIT 
(MAY 16-17 - DETAILS REPORTED SEPTEL), ERG EOREIGN 
MINISTER GENSCHER MET BRIEFLY WITH CONGOLESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER OBENGA. UPSHOT OF MEETING WAS GENSCHER'S 
INVITATION TO OBENGA TO VISIT BONN IN NEAR EUTURE. 

2. FOREIGN OEEICE ASSUMED OBENGA VISIT WOULD 

TAKE PLACE SOMETIME THIS SUMMER WHEN GENSCHER HAS 
SEVERAL OPENINGS IN HIS SCHEDULE. HOWEVER, EOREIGN 
OEFICE WAS INFORMED LATE TODAY (MAY 23), THAT OBENGA 
WANTS TO COME TO BONN JUNE 3-8. ACCORDING TO THE 
ERG EMBASSY IN BRAZZAVILLE, OBENGA'S SCHEDULE IS 
AS EOLLOWS: 

MAY 20 DEPART BRAZZAVILLE 
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MAY20-2L LIBREVILLE 

MAY 22-29 PARIS - EOR MEETING OE ERENCH/CONGOLESE 
MIXED COMMISSION 
MAY30-JUNE3 BRUSSELS 
JUNE 3-8 BONN 
JUNE 9-12 ROME 
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3. FRG EMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE HAS LEARNED THAT 
OBENGA WILL CARRY MESSAGE EROM PRESIDENT YHOMBI- 
OPANGO TO 4 EUROPEAN CAPITALS. SUBSTANCE OE MESSAGE 
UNDISCLOSED. ACCORDING TO THE EOREIGN OFEICE, 
HOWEVER, IT HAS RECEIVED REPORTS THAT OBENGA'S 
SUDDEN TRIP HAS TO DO WITH NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
WITH THE U.S. VARIOUS SOURCES (PROBABLY INCLUDING 
PARIS AND BRAZZAVILLE) ASSERT THAT OBENGA IS COMING 
TO BONN SPECIEICALLY EOR DISCUSSIONS WITH A HIGH 

U.S. OFEICIAL ON THE FUTURE OF US/CONGO RELATIONS. 

4. THE EOREIGN OFEICE, INCLUDING FOREIGN MINISTER 
GENSCHER, IS UNDERSTANDABLY SURPRISED AND HAS 
REQUESTED CONEIRMATION FROM US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE ASAP. 
STOESSEL 
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